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1. IN COURSE OF MEETING WITH PRIME MINISTER SEPT 6 

(OTHER SUBJECT BEING SEPARATELY REPORTED), I DELIVERED YOUR 

MESSAGE ON OPIUM POPPY CONTROLS. AFTER READING IT THROUGH CAREFULLY, 

HE SAID THAT HE APPRECIATED THE SPIRIT IN WHICH IT WAS 

WRITTEN AND THAT HE COULD ASSURE ME THAT HE OR SOME OTHER VERY 

SENIOR OFFICIAL IN THE GOVERNMENT WOULD TALK TO ME ABOUT 

THEIR CONTROL PLANS ONCE THEIR OWN THINKING HAD CLARIFIED. HE SAID 

THAT HE HOPED WHEN FM GUNES RETURNED NEXT WEEK HE WOULD BE 

ABLE TO GO OVER THESE PLANS WITH HIM AND THEN PRESENT THEM TO 

ME FOR COMMENT. HE MADE IT CLEAR THAT HE HAD NOT HIMSELF 

FOCUSSED ON THE SPECIFICS OF THESE PLANS AS YET. 

2. I SAID THAT I HOPED THAT WHEN HE DID HE WOULD BEAR IN MIND 
THE THREE AREAS TO WHICH WE ATTACHED GREAT IMPORTANCE. 

3. THE FIRST OF THESE WAS LIMITING ACREAGE. I SAID THAT WE 
WERE FRANKLY CONCERNED BY WIDESPREAD RUMORS THAT THREE 
TIMES AS MANY HECTARES WOULD BE SOWN WITH POPPIES THIS 
YEAR AS COMPARED TO 1972 (THE LAST YEAR OF PLANTING). AND THAT 

THE SURVEILLANCE SYSTEM BEING CONSIDERED WAS MORE OR LESS A REPLICA 
OF 
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ADEQUATE EVEN FOR THE SMALLER ACREAGE INVOLVED. 

4. THE PRIME MUSTER SAID THAT HE THOUGHT THAT THE GROWING 
WAS TO BE LIMITED TO ONLY "THE POOREST FARMERS MOST IN NEED." 

I SAID MY IMPRESSION WAS THAT THAT PHRASE WAS BEING VERY LIBERALLY 
INTERPRETED. AND THAT EXPECTATIONS WERE VERY HIGH IN 
THIS REGARD AMONG FARMERS IN THE OPIUM GROWING REGIONS. 

5. SECONDLY, I STRESSED THE NEED TO CONCENTRATE CULTIVATION IN 
AREAS ACCESSIBLE TO MAIN ROADS. 

6. THIRD, I EMPHASIZED THAT GOING AT ONCE TO 100 PERCENT 
STRAW PROCESSING WOULD BE ABOUT AS REASSURING A STEP AS 
ANYTHING THE GOT COULD ADOPT. I SAID I KNEW THIS WOULD 
REQUIRE EXPORTING THE STRAW THE FIRST YEAR, BUT I HOPED THAT 
DESPITE THIS THE GOVT WOULD OPT FOR THIS COURSE. 

7. IN RESPONSE. THE PRIME MINISTER AGAIN SAID HE HAD NOT 
HAD CHANCE TO FOCUS ON ANY OF THIS, BUT WOULD DO SO 
PROMPTLY. WHEN I ASKED HIM TO GIVE ME THE NAME OF SOMEBODY 
I COULD BE IN TOUCH WITH ON DETAILS, AND WHO COULD 
SUBSEQUENTLY ACT AS A LIAISON ON THIS SUBJECT, HE SAID THAT 

FOR THE MOMENT HE WANTED TO HANDLE THIS HIMSELF AND THAT AFTER 
HE HAD HAD A CHANCE TO TALK WITH GUNES NEXT WEEK EITHER 
GUNES OR HE, PROBABLY HE, WOULD BE BACK IN DIRECT TOUCH WITH ME. 

8. AT THE CONCLUSION OF THIS PORTION OF OUR CONVERSATION I 
INDICATED THAT SIR HARRY GREENFIELD HAD BEEN DISAPPOINTED BY 
NOT BEING ABLE TO SEE HIM WHILE HE WAS HERE, AND I URGED THAT SUCH 
AN APPOINTMENT BE ARRANGED IF AT ALL POSSIBLE. THE 

PRIME MINISTER IMMEDIATELY AGREED, AND A MEETING IS NOW 
SCHEDULED BETWEEN HIM AND SIR HARRY FOR 1 1 A.M. TOMORROW, 

SEPT 7. 

MACOMBER 
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